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For Immediate Release

M-Audio Announces Music-creation System for the PC: Session KeyStudio

$99 Package Includes Everything Users Need to Make and Record Music with a Keyboard

Tewksbury, Mass. – March 27, 2007 – Avid Technology, Inc. (NASDAQ: AVID) today announced that M-Audio, a business unit of its Digidesign audio division, is releasing the newest addition to its “make-music-now” product family with the Session™ KeyStudio™ keyboard studio for the PC. This new music creation system lets PC users unlock the power of Session software with the included KeyStudio 49-note USB keyboard controller. The KeyStudio keyboard provides an intuitive way to play a wide variety of software instruments and build complete songs in the Session software. 

“The computer is quickly becoming the hub for all things related to entertainment, including creating and recording music,” said Tony McCall, vice president of M-Audio’s consumer group. “Session KeyStudio gives piano or keyboard enthusiasts a simple way to transition into computer-based music-making – and also makes it easy for non-musicians to create and record for the very first time.”
For consumers looking to explore music creation on the PC, the Session KeyStudio bundle streamlines what used to be a complex process. The package includes a keyboard controller, Session software, and a high-performance audio interface that delivers premium sound quality. M-Audio designed all of the Session KeyStudio components to work together, ensuring a seamless out-of-box experience. It’s simple for customers to install and launch the software, connect the other components, and start playing.
The combination of the KeyStudio keyboard controller and Session software gives users much more flexibility than standalone keyboards that have a limited number of built-in sounds. For example, customers can use the KeyStudio keyboard to play hundreds of different instrument sounds that are already included in the Session software – from pianos and synthesizers to drums, bass guitars and more. In addition, customers can use the keyboard to trigger more than two gigabytes of pre-recorded audio loops that come with the Session software. 

Family of Make-Music-Now Products

The Session KeyStudio bundle joins a diverse family of “make-music-now” solutions from M-Audio. In addition to Session software and the Session with Fast Track™ USB product offering, the company has a broad portfolio of consumer music-creation products including keyboards, microphones, podcasting gear, audio interfaces, speakers, DJ software and accessories.  Visit www.m-audio.com for more information on these products. 

Pricing and Availability

M-Audio’s Session KeyStudio has an SRP of $99, and is available nationwide at Best Buy, Amazon.com and other major consumer retailers. 
About M-Audio

M-Audio, a part of Avid Technology, Inc., is a leading provider of innovative tools for today's computer musicians and audio professionals. Founded on the belief that cost should never stand in the way of creativity, the company's products deliver the latest production and performance technology at accessible price points. M-Audio has received numerous industry accolades, including Music Trades' "Company of the Year" and "Fastest Growing Company" distinctions. The company's award-winning and comprehensive product line includes PCI-, FireWire- and USB-based audio interfaces; USB/MIDI keyboard controllers and stage pianos; microphones and preamps; reference monitors; and DJ tools. M-Audio was acquired by Avid Technology Inc. in August 2004 and is now part of the Avid audio division along with Digidesign and Sibelius.

About Avid Technology, Inc.

Avid Technology, Inc. is the world leader in digital nonlinear media creation, management, and distribution solutions, enabling film, video, audio, animation, games, and broadcast professionals to work more efficiently, productively, and creatively.  For more information about the company’s Oscar(, Grammy(, and Emmy( award-winning products and services, please visit: www.avid.com.
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