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M-Audio Announces ProFire 2626 Interface

FireWire recording interface brings next-generation performance to PC/Mac host-based recording systems

ANAHEIM, Calif., NAMM Convention, Booth #6700, January 17, 2008 — M-Audio, a leading provider of creative tools for musicians, and a part of Avid Technology, Inc. (Nasdaq: AVID), today announced the ProFire™ 2626 audio interface. Building on a legacy of award-winning FireWire audio interfaces, M-Audio’s new flagship model features 26 x 26 I/O at 24-bit/192kHz, DSP mixing, Octane™ preamp technology and Pro Tools M-Powered™ compatibility* for next-generation performance with a PC or Mac host-based recording system. 

With an onboard DSP mixer and router, the powerful M-Audio® ProFire 2626 interface provides a flexible solution for comprehensive studio work in any environment. The router enables users to select from up to 52 audio streams and send them to any of the 26 hardware outputs. The adaptable onboard DSP mixer provides the ability to create up to eight stereo mixes for multiple musicians. Users can also create presets and instantly recall these setups at a later date.

The ProFire 2626 features the same award-winning Octane preamp technology reviewers and audio professionals have praised in the M-Audio Octane 8-channel standalone preamp. Eight onboard mic pres provide pristine audio fidelity right from the start of the signal path. In addition to exceptional sound, each preamp has a generous 75dB gain range, 48V phantom power and a -20dB pad.  

The ProFire 2626 interface supports ASIO and Core Audio for compatibility with a wide variety of digital audio workstations. In addition, ProFire 2626 works with Pro Tools M-Powered* software, delivering broader compatibility than any other product in its class. This powerful combination of hardware and software provides an exceptionally stable and flexible recording environment that is file-compatible with the majority of professional studios around the world.** 

The ProFire 2626 interface features a customizable master volume knob that delivers a unique level of flexible control. The knob is assignable to any or all of the four analog output pairs, providing a choice of which output pair will feed the main monitors. Users can also choose whether the master volume knob influences either or both of the two headphone outputs, or operates independently of them. In addition, the master level control can be assigned to all four output pairs to uniformly attenuate up to a 7.1 surround mix.

The flexible ProFire 2626 interface doubles as a standalone 8-channel preamp, 8-channel A/D-D/A converter and digital format converter. In standalone mode, the eight analog inputs route to the first eight ADAT optical output channels. This facilitates use of the line, instrument and mic ins—including the preamps—with other digital gear. Similarly, the first eight ADAT optical input channels feed the eight analog outputs to provide D/A functionality. Users can also disable the D/A conversion, transforming ProFire 2626 into a standalone 8-channel mic pre. The interface can also convert coaxial S/PDIF to optical S/PDIF. 

The ProFire 2626 interface employs high-quality converters to deliver sampling rates up to 192kHz for pristine, high-definition sound quality. The unit also features critically acclaimed JetPLL technology to provide extremely stable synchronization and eliminate jitter that can degrade audio quality. In addition, ProFire 2626 allows master or slave operation via internal clock, ADAT optical, S/PDIF and word clock. M-Audio’s mature, stable drivers deliver solid performance and ultra-low latency. 

“The ProFire 2626 is the most full-featured product in its class,” said Adam Castillo, marketing director at M-Audio. “It offers an unbeatable combination of essential features, plus unique additions like an assignable master volume knob and support for Pro Tools M-Powered. All in all, the ProFire 2626 provides more power and flexibility than any competing product.” 

The ProFire 2626 interface is currently expected to ship in the first quarter of 2008 and carries an MSRP of US$899.95. 

*Compatible with Pro Tools M-Powered 7.4 with downloadable update. Visit m-audio.com for download availability.

**96kHz and 18 x 18 I/O maximum with Pro Tools M-Powered.

About M-Audio

M-Audio, a part of Avid Technology, Inc., is a leading provider of innovative tools for today's computer musicians and audio professionals. Founded with the goal of democratizing music creation, the company's products deliver the latest production and performance technology at accessible price points. M-Audio has received numerous industry accolades, including Music Trades' "Company of the Year" and "Fastest Growing Company" distinctions. The company's award-winning and comprehensive product line includes PCI-, FireWire- and USB-based audio interfaces; USB/MIDI keyboard controllers and digital pianos; microphones, preamps and reference monitors; and DJ tools. M-Audio was acquired by Avid Technology, Inc. in August 2004 and is now part of the Avid Audio division along with Digidesign and Sibelius.

(Continued…)
High-res images of M-Audio products are available at www.m-audio.com/company/images.php.
About Avid Technology, Inc.

Avid is a worldwide leader in tools for film, video, audio, 3D animation, gaming and broadcast professionals—as well as for home audio and video enthusiasts. Avid professional and consumer brands include Avid, Digidesign, M-Audio, Pinnacle Systems, Sibelius, Softimage and Sundance Digital. The vast majority of primetime television shows, feature films, commercials and chart-topping music hits are made using one or more Avid products. Whether used by seasoned professionals or beginning students, Avid’s products and services enable customers to work more efficiently, productively and creatively. Avid received an Oscar statuette representing the 1998 Scientific and Technical Award for the concept, design, and engineering of the Avid® Film Composer® system for motion picture editing. For more information about the company’s Oscar®, Grammy® and Emmy® award-winning products and services, visit www.avid.com.
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     • M-Audio USA: 5795 Martin Rd. • Irwindale, CA 91706 • Tel: (626) 633-9050 • Fax: (626) 633-9060 • www.m-audio.com • info@m-audio.com

     • 
M-Audio UK: Floor 6, Gresham House, 53 Clarendon Road • Watford WD17 1LA • England • Tel: 44 (0) 1923 204010 • Fax: 44 (0) 1923 204039 • www.maudio.co.uk • info@maudio.co.uk 
     • M-Audio Germany: Kuhallmand 34 • D-74613 Ohringen • Germany • Tel: 49 7941 98 7000 • Fax: 49 7941 98 70070 • www.m-audio.de • info@m-audio.de

     • M-Audio Canada: 1400 St. Jean Baptiste Ave., #150 • Quebec City, QC G2E 5B7 • Tel: (418) 872-0444 • Fax: (418) 872-0034 • www.m-audio.ca • info@m-audio.ca

     • M-Audio Japan: Annex Building 6F • 2-18-10 Maranouchi • Naka-Ku, Nagoya • Japan 460-0002 • Tel: 81-52-218-3375 • Fax: 81-52-218-0875 • Web: www.m-audio.co.jp • info@m-audio.co.jp

     • M-Audio France: Unit 5, Saracen Industrial Estate, Mark Rd • Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP2 7BJ • England • Tel: 0810 001 105 (Azur) • Fax: 0820 000 731 (Indigo) • www.m-audio.fr
     • M-Audio Latin-America: 5795 Martin Rd. • Irwindale, CA 91706 • Tel: (626) 633-9050 • Fax: (626) 633-9060• cadams@m-audio.com   
www.m-audio.com
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